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ABSTRACT 

The role of state departments of education in rural 
education involves responsibilities, leadership, funding, regional 
assistance, and preparing for the future. It is the responsibility of 
the state department to act as a regulatory, governing, and operating 
agency and to distribute federal funds to areas of need. The state 
department can provide leadership by developing a coordinated program 
for rural schools. Funding inequities are a frequent difficulty for 
rural schools; there must be a plan for avoiding this problem. 
Regional assistance can be provided by a network of regional service 
centers, in the future, state departments will need to provide 
guidance for long-range planning and materials development and they 
will need to have plans for implementing technological and 
instructional innovations. (DC) 



**************************** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 
****** **************************************************** **^^^^^ AA ^ AAA 



ERLC 



"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 



etir./ctfess 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)/' 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 

V CENTER (ERIC) 
This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

Minor changes havo been made to improve 
reproduction quality. 



1 Pomtsolvicw or opinions stated in thtsdocu- 
ment do not necessarily represent official NIE 
position or pof»cy 



RELATIONSHIP OF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION WITH RURAL SCHOOLS 
Rural Education Fact Sheet 



ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and Small Schools 



Prepared by 

0ber Deborah S. Dyson 

Graduate Assistant ERIC/CRESS 

Department of Educational Management September, 1982 

and Development 
New Mexico State University 



0 

0 

o 



9 

ERIC 



2 
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FACT SHEET 



RELATIONSHIP CF STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION 

WITH 
RURAL SCHOOLS 



1. WHAT ARE STATE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR RURAL EDUCATION? 



^^e^'oS 

S3s M.^S.^otn*Sm i ™£ nTodT' aS " S,anCe ' a " d mS,,,e C ° n ' im " i °" " prima " '"»"" »' • drattoMl 
wlft ZS^Z. ,S . 0 !r l S. Ca i'£" !h " ,kl SlS ° PlaV S ,ole in federal funds to a, eas of n.ed. This eon b e aehie.od. 

A Small Schools Specialist, operating through the State Department of Education, is responsible for coordination of the state's 

ion" tS" £ is tl^VsSf? ^r? 01 ' t ,h6 f £" " Sch00ls „ Ad -°'V Comm!t[e e : P a°n n d 7. S. SSS behoof A so E 
rliral school Department of Education staff aware of the strengths, weaknesses, and needs of small and 

<J£tS^^ provides statewide representation for Oregon's small and rura. schools. The 

areT obtain IssStance It S n ? ^ ?'£ and - a ' S ° t0 the State Su P eri "te"dent of Public Instruction. SSAC's goals 

provSe fSd se v ce to ac^as iinn h ? !k ° f h Ed V ca,,on and other agencies in order to meet the needs of small schools; to 

aTvitTp^ and * e State D ^-ment of Education; and to provide programs and 

OSSA^uXse^o' SSlLSSiSS^i^ an - ePara, f' n ° n,pr ° fit °'9 anization ° f *• ml. schools themselves, 

and I institu S > oroaram wh 1™ ™i? ' n9 a " d aCh ' evm9 9 ° a ' S; t0 improve communication at all levels; and to develop 

^xx^^csz s^izssr M The Associa,ion ' s Board of Directors acts as a iiaison 

Because of this concentrated effort, recognition and consideration for Oregon's rural and small schools is beina attained 
2. WHAT LEADERSHIP ROLE CAN A STATE DEPARMENT OF EDUCATION PLAY? 

, The Arkansas Department of Education's solution to this problem was the development of ERMA (Educational Renewal Model 

Srt» 

SZ^SSSSZ^ disS 0 " 3C,S 35 ^ r6S0UrCe baSe - h iS reSP ° nSible f ° r ^ - oh-eTnZSd^ 
m M E | R H^vtc a K UCC l SSfljl Pr ° 9ram - Communicati °n between school districts and the State Department of Eudcation has improved 
!S.?S2£Ar beC ° me m ° re aeatiVe " and staffs in the renewal districts are using SSSSS^iS^S& 

pinS ^^J^Jff^&J^ 3nd « the — — *° '«* «H00. district's ability to . 
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3. HOW CAN FUNDING FOR SMALL AND/OR ISOLATED RURAL SCHOOLS BE REVISED OR INITIATED? 

K^t«°rt« r 22 ", n JirirZ u £Jr K Mr ?°j u ? re9u,ar hjndin9 formuias - The second - added 

area. Items that state deoartnZuZfL • ISolated schools by f,ndm9 creative wa V s t0 '""ease the basic support 

I ding Shings "* T 9 ' ° r eXU f- T, 9h,in9s ran9e f rom s P ecif ic f ormul « for rural schools or ??" 

4. HOW CAN STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION PROVIDE ADDITIONAL REGIONAL HELP' 

t.es. An example of this S En in Texas 9e ° 9raphlCally IS °' a,ed pup,ls mi 9 ht not be «posed to such educational opportuni- 

proW«^^ ft" FT" thr ° u9hout the Because distance is a major 

of assistance incZg D °aS^ school t°,t- ■ 'l™ X ? the Scho °' district il serves - Each center °« e " a variety 

planning mee ?ngs In th "way the ^1^^'^"^^ X T b °° k displav ' c ™'"™ assistance and regional 
Regional servic center? ^M r7a S SXS mS h Te l xaS t . rural and sma " **ools are quickly qn d efficiently handled, 
implementing needed ft^ta flnta t?!^ 5tT* evalu f ,0 " eff ? rt '- They can assist small schools in developing and 
vations. Regional service inters can al^o S , ™ TT P™fess.onal staff, and they can introduce educational inno- 
retention of qua.iliXstrSSl Ter^lV^o^ ^ """^ * ,h ' d ™^™". P'™< a "d 

5. WHAT ROLE WILL STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION PLAY IN THE FUTURE? 
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